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receives his pardon, or reasons are laid before the King
which may make a further reprieve advisable. In
wishing that the execution of this unhappy man may be
stayed I do not mean to ask any favour towards him.
It is a favour to those who advise His Majesty that they
may give themselves time to consider well the circum-
stances of a most extraordinary case. I have nothing to
say in mitigation of an offence which admits no pallia-
tives, nor in favour of a man whom I do not know. If
the crime be well and juridically ascertained the criminal
deserves his punishment, but the part upon which I take
the liberty of recommending a respite is the insufficiency
of the evidence; the evidence of a boy of thirteen years
of age who does not know how to estimate life, to value
character, or fear punishment, here, or hereafter, single
and unsupported by other positive testimony, by charac-
ter and general opinion, or by circumstances strong
and violent, is not in my poor opinion, sufficient to
justify a sentence of death. If the rigour of the law
admits of such evidence, it is a rigour for the correction
of which the prerogative of mercy is lodged very properly
and necessarily in the Crown. The principle of this case
is the most material part of it. If human society be
corrupted by the vice in question, it is overturned by the
admission of such testimony. I say nothing of the man's
total denial of the fact, nor of the subsequent affidavits
which weaken this evidence, such as it is, because when I
write to a man of your Lordship's knowledge and liber-
ality I would not divert my own argument, or your
attention, from the great material and leading principle
of the case. Neither do I comment upon the hitherto
profligate and inhuman language of the news papers,
because I am persuaded that your Lordship will not be
affected by them, but just to remind you that such
papers as those, however they may endeavour to mis-
lead, do by no means direct the public judgment, but
that every honest man in the Kingdom, whatever his
sentiments in politics may be, will have but one opinion
with His Majesty's servants in preserving inviolable his
sacred and amiable prerogative of mercy whenever it is
exerted in cases where the laws, whether by an over